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The Statistical Office of the European Communities regularly publishes the 
detailed results of harmonized statistics on earnings and hours of work in 
industry whioh are drawn up by all Member States (with the exception of 
Ireland) for April and October of each year. 
The aim of this document is to make available to users of the EUROSTAT 
half­yearly publication "Hourly earnings ­ Houre of work" the main results 
of these statistics relating to October 1978. The detailed results will be 
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Changes in the nominal gross hourly earnings of manual workers since October 1975 
and during the last annual period in the various industries are summarized below 
in Table 1. 
Table 1 
Trend of average gross (nominal) hourly earnings of manual workers 
1* All industries 




4· Building and 
civil engineering 
1. All industries 
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Estimates referring to September 
Buring the last twelve months (Ootober 1977 to October 1978), the rate of 
increase in the nominal average gross hourly earnings in five countries 
(D, F, I, B| BK) substantially kept pace with that observed in the previous 
period (April 1977 to April 1978). It was stepped up only in two countries 
(UK, IRL), but slowed down in two other Member States (NL, L). 
Between October 1975 and October 1978, the size of increases in the nominal 
average gross hourly earnings of manual workers throughout industry varied 
considerably according to country, ranging from 20$ in Germany to about 
80$ in Italy. Only in four countries (B, NL, B, L) did the level of average 
annual increases remain below 10$. Four other oountriea experienced average 
annual increases of between 10 and 20$ (BK, UK, F, IRL), and Italy registered 
an annual average inoreaee of about 22$ over this three­year period· It must 
also be pointed out that the rate of increase in nominal earnings has slowed 
down during the last annual period. 
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Real changes in the average gross hourly earnings ef manual workers in industry 
may be assessed approximately by deflating the nominal earnings index, using 
the consumer prices index. The results of this exercise, presented in Table 2, 
must be interpreted with caution as, firstly, the fields of reference of the 
two indices are determined differently and, secondly, consumer price indices 
are calculated according to different methods in the various countries· 
It should also be kept in mind that earnings are deflated on a gross basis, 
i.e. before deduotion of contributions to social security and taxest thus, 
for example, any relative increase in the fiscal burden will be reflected 
in the trend of real hourly earnings given below· 
Table 2 
Trend of average gross real (l) hourly earnings of manual workers 
• 
1» All industries 




4* Building and 
civil engineering 
1. All industries 
2. Mining and 
-^^  quarrying 
7 Manufacturing 
industries 
4* Building and 
civil engineering 
B F I 2> NL B L UK 












































































1) Bata obtained by deflation of nominal data by means of consumer price indices 
2) Estimated data 
3) Estimates referring to September 
In October 1978, real gross hourly earnings of manual workers in industry had 
risen in all the countries as oompared with the level in the same month of 
the previous year, with increases ranging between 1.5$ (L) and 6.0$ (UK). 
Moreover, if trends in nominal earnings and those in real earnings are 
compared, significant changes are apparent. Although the same countries 
as before are at the top (UK, IRL, I) and at the bottom (S, L) of the 
scale, France (4th place in terms of nominal increases and 7th place in 
terms of real increases) has changed its position, to the advantage of 
Germany (8th place in terms of nominal increases and 4th in terms of 
real increases). The nominal and real positions of the other two Member 
States have stayed the same. 
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In two countries (BK, UK), real earnings show no increase compared to the 
October 1975 level1 in the other countries, increases ranging from 4-5$ 
(IRL, NL) to 9-H$ (B, B, L, F) and 16$ (ï) are registered. The correspond-
ing average annual increases range from 1.3$ (IRL) to 5$ (ï). It must never-
theless be pointed out that real earnings have gone up in the United Kingdom 
and Denmark during the last twelve-month period (Ootober 1977 - October I978) 
by 6$ and 3*3$ respectively· 
The average gross hourly earnings of male and female manual workers in 
industry and the trends between 1975 and 1978 are presented in Table 3· 
Table 4 gives the average gross hourly earnings of workers in industry in 
Ootober 1978 and in previous periods, broken down by branch of industry 
(two-digit NACE categories). This table not only permits an assessment of 
salary trends in the different industrial sectors, but also provides some 
structural information to clarify differences between countries in the 
development of average hourly earnings of workers in total industry. 
Finally, Table 5 shows the trends of average (nominal) gross monthly 
earnings of non-manual workers in industry, with a breakdown by industrial 
branch« For all industries, such earnings increased between Ootober 1977 
and Ootober 1978 by approximately 6-7$ (NL, B, B), 8-9$ (BK, L) and 12-15$ 
(F, UK). Bata for Italy and Ireland are not available* In the period 
Ootober 1975 to October 1978, increases were between 23$ (B) and 40$ (UK). 
Compared with the trend in manual workers' earnings during the same three-
year period, the earnings of non-manual workers are not substantially 
different, except in France and Denmark, where the increase in the earnings 
of non-manual workers is markedly below that of manual workers (F s 37$ es 
against 47$) BK t 28$ as against 34$)· 
Bata en the average number of weekly hours of work offered to workers in 
industry, broken down by branch of industry, are supplied in the annex 




Gross hourly earnings of male and female manual workers in 
manufacturing industries - Averages in national currencies, 
indices (October 1975 - 100) and percentage differences 
A. Average earnings 
a) in national currencies 
- Men Oct. 1975 
Oct. 1976 
Oct. 1977 
9 Oct. 1976 




b) Indices (X.1975=100) 
- Men Oct. 1976 
Oct. 1977 
Oot. 1976 
- Women Oct. 1976 
φ Oct. 1977 
Oct. 1978 
B. Differences between 
average earnings 0"? 





















































































































































Averag« groa· haurir —aming» of M B U I värkar· (October 1975 - October 1978) 







12, 14, 15 
22, 24 t o 











All industries (except 
electricity, gas, steam 
and water) 




ting of solid fuels 
Uoke ovens 
Extraction of petroleum 
and natural gae 
Mineral oil refining 
Nuclear fuels industry 
Production end distribu­
tion of electricity, gas, 
steam and hot water 
'Water supply t collection 
purification and distri­
bution of water 
Extraction and prepara­
tion of metalliferous 
ores 
Production and prelimi­
nary proceeding of 
metals 
Extraction of minerals 
other than metalliferous 
and energy­produoing 
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IV. 1977 
X. 1977 
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l) including lACB 12 
I) including HACK Η 
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TAS. 4 (oontiuued) 
Averag· gro·· hourly earning· of aanual workers (October 1973 ­ Ootober 1978) 
i 

















m e t a l l i c mi ríe r a l p r o ­
ducta 
Chemical i n d u s t r y 
Product ion of roan—made 
f i b r e s 
Metal manufacture) mecht­
a n i c a l , e l e c t r i c a l and 
ins t rument eng inee r ing 
Manufacture of metal 
a r t i c l e s 
Mechanical eng ineer ing 
Manufacture of o f f i ce 
machinery and d a l a 
p r o c e s s i n g machinery 
e l e c t r i c a l eng inee r ing 
Manufacture of motor 
v e h i c l e s and oí' motor 
v e h i c l e s p a r t e and a c ­
cesso fleti 
Manufacture of o t h e r 
means of t r a n s p o r t 
Ins t rument eng inee r ing 
Food, dr ink and tobacco 
i n d u s t r y 

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































1) icoluding VAOS 33 
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TAB. 4 (eontinued) 
Averag« gro·· hourly earning· of aanual worker· (Ootober 1975 ­ Ootober 1978) 
Total (aan + voeten) in national ourrenoy 
MAC* 








Manufacture of l e a t h e r 
and of l e a t h e r goods 
Manufacture of c l o t h i n g 
and footwear 
Timber and wooden f u r n i ­
t u r e i n d u s t r i e s 
Manufacture of paper and 
paper p r o d u c t s ; p r i n t i n g 
and p u b l i s h i n g 
P r o c e s s i n g of rubber 
and p l a s t i c s 
Other manufactur ing 
i n d u s t r i e s 
Bu i ld ing and c i v i l 




i v . 1978 
x . 1978 
χ . 1975 
i v . 1977 
x . 1977 
i v . 1978 







































































































































































































































































































4 0 , 9 1 
4 5 , 0 3 



















Indio·· of averag· gross aontbly earnings of non­aanual workers (Ootober 1975 ­ 100) 
Total ( M D + venen) 
NACB 
c l a s s e s 
l+o 5 
( i ixc l . 3 64­17) 
11 , 13 
2 1 , 23 
12, 14, 15 
22, ZA t o 











All induBt.riBB (except 
e l e c t r i c i t y , gan, steam 
and wa te r ) 
' i in ing and quar ry ing 
Total manufactur ing 
i n d u s t r i e n 
Ex t r ac t ion and b r i q u e t ­
t i n g of s o l i d f u e l s 
Coke oven π 
E x t r a c t i o n of petroleum 
and n a t u r a l gas 
Mineral o i l r e f i n i n g 
Nuclear f u e l s i n d u s t r y 
Product ion and d i s t r i b u ­
t i o n of e l e c t r i c i t y , g a s , ' 
steam and hot wate r 
Water supply ! c o l l e c t i o n 
p u r i f i c a t i o n and d i s t r i ­
bu t ion of water 
E x t r a c t i o n and p r e p a r a ­
t i o n of m e t a l l i f e r o u s 
o r e s 
Product ion and p r e l i m i ­
nary p r o c e s s i n g of 
meta l s 
E x t r a c t i o n of mine ra l s 
o t h e r than meta l l i f eroua 
and energy­producing 
mineral s ¡ pea t e x t r a c ­























































































































1 0 4 , 2 \ \ 
1 0 9 , 2 ^ 
ι ι ι ,7ι 










































































































































































































































































































































































1) includine HACE 12 
2) including HACK I4 
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TAB. 5 (continued) 
Indio·· of averag« gross nonthly earnings of non­aanual vorkar· (October 1975 ­ 100) 

























metallic mineral pro· 
ducts 
Chemical industry 
Product ion of raan­iuade 
f i b r e s 
Metal manufacture : rnechr­
a n i c a l , e l e c t r i c a l ana 
ins t rument eng inee r ing 
Manufacture of metal 
a r t i c l e s 
Mechanical e n g i n e e r i n g 
Manufacture of o f f i c e 
machinery and d a t a 
p rocess ing machinery 
E l e c t r i c a l eng inee r ing 
Manufacture of motor 
v e h i c l e s and of motor 
v e h i c l e s p a r t s and ac ­
c e s s o r i e s 
Manufacture of o t h e r 
means of t r a n s p o r t 
Instrument e n g i n e e r i n g 
Food, drinlc and tobacco 
i n d u s t r y 
T e x t i l e i n d u s t r y 
iv. 1977 
X. 1977 
i v . 1978 










x . 1977 
iv. 1978 
x . 1978 
tv. 1977 
χ . 1977 
cv. 1978 










































































































































































































































































































































































































































1) including BACI 33 
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TAB. 5 (continued) 
Indio·» of average gross Monthly —rning· «f nen­aanual verkers (Ootober 1975 ­ 100) 
Total (men + wonen) 
HACB 









Manufacture of l e a t h e r 
and of l e a t h e r goods 
Manufacture of c l o t h i n g 
and footwear 
Timber and wooden f u r n i ­
t u r e i n d u s t r i e s 
Manufacture of paper and 
paper p r o d u c t s ; p r i n t i n g 
and p u b l i s h i n g 
P rocess ing of rubber 
and p l a s t i c s 
Other manufactur ing 
i n d u s t r i e s 
1Λ11 i 1 Hi iiii1 '.riil c i i/i 1 υ u. j . j . u. i i ι ¡/ a i i u ι_. .ι. v i i. 


































































































































































































































































































- 1 2 - AHHEX 
ATORAŒ WEEKLY HOURS OP WORK OFFERED PER MANUAL WORKER. BY IHPUSTRY ft. 
hours (and decimals) 














U , 13 
21, 23 
12, 14, 15 
22, 24 %0 











All industri · · (except 
e lec t r i c i ty , gas, steam 
and water) 




ting of solid fuels 
Coke ovens 
•Extraction of petroleum 
and natural gas 
Mineral oil refining 
Buoi ear fuels industry 
Production and distribu­
tion of electricity, gas, 
«tuais and hot water 
Nater supply ι collection 
purification and distri­
bution of water 
Extraction and prepara­
tion of metalliferous 
ores 
Production and,prelimi­
nary processif of 
metals 
Extraction of minerals 
other than metalliferous 
and energy—producing 

































































































































































































































































































































































































































AVERAGE WEEKLY HOURS OF WORK OFFERED PER MANUAL WORKER. BY INDUSTRY 
hours (and decimals) 
































































Production of Dan­made 
f ibres 
Metal manufacturei mech­
anical , e lec t r ica l and 
instrument engineering 
Manufacture of metal 
a r t i c l e s 
Mechanical engineering 
Manufacture of offioe 
machinery and data 
prooeseing machinery 
¡electrical engineering 
Manufacture of motor 
vehicles and of motor 
vehicles parte and ac­
cessories 
Manufacture of other 
meane of transport 
Instrument engineering 







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































t AVERAGE WEEKLY HOURS OF WORK OFFERED PER MANUAL WORKER. BY INDUSTRY 
h o u r s ( a n d d e c i m a l s ) 
M A C E 
BR 
DEUTSCH 
















Manufacture of leather 
and of leather good· 
Manufacture of clothing 
and footwear 
Timber and wooden furni­
ture industries 
Manufacture of paper and 
paper products; printing 
and publishing 
Prooessing of rubber 
and p las t i c s 
Other manufacturing 
industr ies 
Building and c iv i l 
engineering 
I . 1975 
IV. 1977 
X. 1977 IV. 1978 X. 1978 







rv . 1978 
χ. 1978 
X. 1975 
i v . 1977 
X. 1977 
i v . 1978 



























































x . 1976; 
38,8 
39,6 
39,8 
39,6 
39,5 
40,6 
40,6 
40,5 
40,4 
40,5 
41,2 
41,4 
41,4 
40,5 
39,5 
40,3 
40,2 
40,4 
33,9 
33,9 
34,7 
33,8 
35,9 
40,5 
38,5 
40,1 
39,0 
40,1 
37,0 
1 
37,4 
s 37,3 
X. 1975 
iv. 1977 
X. 1977 
iv. 1978 
χ. 1978 
41,7 
42,6 
43,1 
42,6 
42,6 
42,8 
42,6 
42,4 
42,0 
41,8 
41,5 
41,7 
41,6 
41,0 
41,1 
41,1 
40,9 
41,2 
37,5 
39,0 
37,8 
37.9 
36,6 
41,0 
41,0 
40,8 
40,6 
40,4 
41,9 
1 
42,0 
1 
42,1 
41,1 
42,8 
42,8 
43,1 
42,5 
41,1 
41,0 
40,9 
40,9 
40,8 
41,4 
41,6 
41,6 
40,6 
41,0 
41,1 
41,2 
41,1 
36,9 
39,6 
39,0 
38,8 
39,0 
41,9 
42,7 
43,7 
42,9 44,3 
41,3 
1 
42,9 
1 
43,0 
40,5 
41,6 
41,5 
41,4 
41,5 
41,6 
41,6 
41,3 
41,0 
40,8 
41,5 
41,7 
41,7 
40,8 
41,2 
41,4 
41,5 
41,4 
35,8 
38,2 
38,5 
37,5 
37,4 
38,6 
41,0 
40,3 
41,9 
40,4 
41,3 
t 
42,2 
I 
42,0 
Χ. 1975 
IV. 1977 
Χ. 1977 
IV. 1978 
Χ. 1978 
39.4 
40,9 
40,9 
41,0 
40,6 
41,3 
40,8 
40,8 
40,5 
40,5 
41,7 
41,8 
41,β 
40,6 
40,6 
ι 
ι 
ι 
35,9 
36,7 
37,3 
36,1 
37,1 
s 
ι 
ι 
t 
ι 
40,1 
ι 
40,4 
i 
39,5 
44,8 
ι 
44,3 
4,5 
I 
i 
c 
> 
O 
to 
m 
ζ o 
